The Flight of the" Ilia Mouwmetz" to Kiev
flight, exactly seven weeks went by,
With the same four engines, and similar lifting
capacity, the new plane was almost twenty miles faster
and could reach an altitude of 10,000 feet with full
military load, instead of the 6,000 feet of the previous
type, This was very satisfactory for a heavy bomber
of 1914.
While this work was in progress, the two first ships
of the old type left for the Front. Both planes were
unsuccessful, One was damaged in a bad landing
before it arrived at its destination while the other
reached the Austrian Front and after a few weeks of
test flying was pronounced to be unfit for use over the
enemy territory because it could not reach suicient
altitude, The staff of the active Army wrote in a re-
port advising that no more large planes be sent to the
Front, and that motors and materials available be used
for the construction of single-engined ships of con-
ventional size,